Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSI(DEO

Washington, D.C. 20554 I
‘ &%W'$'

In the Matter of )
) CC Docket No. 99-301
Local Competition and Broadband Reporting )
REPLY COMMENTS
OF THE

UNITED STATES TELECOM ASSOCIATION

The United States Telecom Association' (“USTA”) hereby files its reply comments in
response to comments filed pursuant to the Commission’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(“NPRM") in the above-referenced proceeding. The comments tiled reflect a broad range of
opnion regarding the scope of the reporting obligation that the Commission should enforce.

What is clear is that the Commission’s reporting obligations must ensure regulatory parity.
{1.ECs should not be singled out to provide a broad range ot information while other providers of
telecommunications services have little or no reporting obligations. USTA opposes any attempt

to impose mandatory reporting obligations only on ILECs. while IXCs*, CLECs® and others

’ The trade association formally known as the United States Telephone Association.

: AT&T Comments at 2 (“Rather than an open-ended local competition reporting
requirement. AT&T believes the public interest would be better served if the Commission seeks
competitive information only when it needs such data to complete a specific task, such as a
review of a Section 271 petition.”).

CompTel Comments at 9 (“urges the Commission to experiment with alternative,
voluntary reporting formats”).
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would have limited filing obligations. The Commission should cither adopt reporting
obligations that apply equally to carriers providing telecommunications services or not adopt any
mandatory reporting obligations within the reporting thresholds proposed by the Commission.

PCIA argues that the Commission “should reach out to small and rural carriers, by mail
or phone. encourage their participation. and explain why this data collection program is
important.” In addition, PCIA recommends that the Commission “create a shortened form for
small and rural carriers and make the reporting requirement voluntary.” Conversely, PCIA
argues that the proposed 1,000 subscriber or full broadband lines threshold should be raised to “at
lcast 30.000 full broadband service lines.” PCIA argues that the “Commission must recognize
that the proposed reporting requirement is a significant burden for small. start up fixed wireless
carriers.  Rather than devoting their full attention to the deployment of their service, the
Commission is asking wireless carriers to spend a considerable amount ot time filling out forms
so that the government can simply monitor their progress.”’

USTA opposes the position taken by PCIA that would impose reporting obligations on
small and rural carriers below the 50,000 access line or channels. or subscriber threshold while
raising the broadband reporting threshold. As USTA stated in its comments “USTA urges the

Commission not to impose filing requirements on small. rural and midsize ILECs who should

! PCIA Comments at 3.
: Id. at 3.

o Id.

’ Id.
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not bear the financial and administrative costs of responding to a Commission inquiry,
particularly where there is no competition. Clearly. “[t]he cost and administrative burdens that
the Commission’s proposed reporting requirements would place on these companies are not
supported by overriding public policy reasons ...."*

A number of parties raised concerns about the need to protect competitively sensitive
information from disclosure.” Carriers should not be placed in the position of having to divulge
competitively sensitive data. The Commission’s rules on protecting proprietary information
should be applied to ensure that carriers can provide this information to the Commission, while
also providing a redacted public version of the filing."

There is also a wide variety of comments on when the Commission’s reporting
obligations should sunset.'"  Section 11 of the Act makes clear that the Commission must review

whether it should continue to enforce a particular regulatory requirement biennially.'> Thus, at a

minimum, the Commission cannot impose more than a two year reporting obligation on carriers

) USTA Comments at 4.
! See, e.g.. Bell Atlantic Mobile Comments at 5-6; CompTel Comments at 2.

o SBC Comments at 9 (“SBC generally has no objection ... to filing a proprietary
and redacted version of the data to accommodate the Commission’s desire to make public much
ol the collected information.”).

' See, e.g.. PCIA Comments at 11 (sunsct after two years): BellSouth Comments at
O (sunsct after five years),

. 47 U.S.C.§161.
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before it must review whether that requirement should continue." Congress made clear its intent

that the Commission conduct such a review on a biennial basis.

Respecttully submitted,
UNITED STATES TELECOM ASSOCIATION

/st Keith Tovwnsend
Date: December 20, 1999 By:

Lawrence E. Sarjeant
Linda Kent

Keith Townsend
John W. Hunter
Julie E. Rones

1401 H Street. NW
Suite 600

Washington., D.C. 20005
(202) 326-7371

[ts Attorney

LISTA Comments at 6.
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